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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel claim 34 . 

Please add new claim 36, which corresponds to canceled claim 
35 as follows; 

--36. A Trtfethod for the simultaneous amplification and 
detection of a\ first target DNA and a second target DNA 
comprising: 

A) simultaneously subjecting the denatured 
opposing strands of\ a first target DNA and the denatured 
opposing strands of aXsecond target DNA to polymerase chain 
reaction in the presence of: 

i)an aqueous composition buffered to a pH of 
from 7 to 9, and corrprisinta, in the same solution: 

firsb Vnd second primers which are 
specific to and hybridizable. with, respectively, first- and 
second nucleic acid sequences Vhich are in opposing strands 
of a first target DNA and whixjh are separated from each 
other along said opposing strc^nds by from 90 to 400 
nucleotides, 

third and fourth primers which are 
specific to and hybridizable with, respectively, third and 
fourth nucleic acid sequences which areXin opposing strands 
of a second target DNA which is the same as or different 
from said first target DNA, said third aVd fourth nucleic 
acid sequences being different from said Mrst and second 
nucleic acid sequences and being separated farom each other 
along said opposing strands of said second target DNA by 
from 90 to 400 nucleotides, each of said firtet, second, 
third and fourth primers having a Tn, within tire range of 
from 67 to 74*^0, all of said primer Tm's being wiuhin about 
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2°C of each otlrer, said first and second primers having 
nucleotide lengthk which differ from each other by no more 
than 5 nucleotides,\^nd said third and fourth primers having 
nucleotide lengths wliich differ from each other by no more 
than 5 nucleotides, ancfl 

ii) the \ additional PGR reagents: a 
thermostable DNA polymerase/ a DNA polymerase cof actor and 
dNTP"s, any or all of s^d additional PGR reagents being 
supplied in the same or a different composition as defined 
in i) , to simultaneously amp\ify said opposing first target 
DNA strands and said opposinb second target DNA strands, 
provided that in each PGR Vycle, priming and primer 
extension are carried out at theXaame temperature within the 
range of from €2 to TS^'C, \ 

B) simultaneously detectVng at least one of said 
amplified first target DNA strands aXd at least one of said 
amplified second target DNA strandai as a simultaneous 
determination of the presence of aali^ first and second 
target DNA's- \ 



REMARKS 



Applicants thank Examiner Strzelecka for the telephone 
call on November 15, 2001 and the follow-up call by 
Applicants' undersigned representative on November 16, 2001, 
Examiner Strzelecka pointed out that the claims properly in 
this case are original claims 1-32 and the three new claims 
33-35 added by Applicants in the Preliminary Amendment dated 
September 29, 2000. In that Preliminary Amendment, 

Applicants erroneously numbered these new claims 34-36. 
According to the Examiner, the PTO received the three new 
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